
Welcome
Hi and welcome (back)! My name is Karri Decker, and 
I couldn't be more excited or honored to be teaching 
AIM at Cheatham. This is my 18th year in education 
and my 16th teaching AIM. I love what I do and 
consider it such a privilege to work and learn with so 
many talented and thoughtful students. I have a 
wonderful husband of 30+ years, and I am the mother 
of 3 super kids. I am also the parent of a GT learner, so 
I know the awesome responsibility, as well as the 
challenges, and hope to be a helpful resource for you 
and your GT student. 

We are going to have a great year filled with activities 
that are exciting, hands-on, innovative, 
creative, and/or project-based. 
I hope that this year brings many 
new experiences to you and your 
child, and that all the AIM students
learn skills which will prepare them 
for the future. 

Gear up for an adventure! 

AIM Supply List
Please bring to our first day of AIM Class.

• 1 HARD cover science journal 
• Plastic expandable folder (see my website for an 

Amazon link)
• Student Information sheet (orange half sheet)

Returning AIM students can use the journal and 
expandable folder from last year. 

Curriculum

Website Updates
Be sure to check out my website! Look for my name 
under the faculty webpages on Cheatham’s site. 

Grades 1-3: Cultural Storytelling - How will you share 
your story?
During this upcoming year, our 1st-3rd graders will be 
exploring story telling throughout the ages and across 
multiple cultures. Every culture and civilization have a 
story to tell. As we dive into one civilization after 
another, we will examine the stories behind what has 
made that culture unique and interesting and how 
they chose to tell their stories throughout time. At 
the end of the year, our students will be involved in a 
storytelling festival in which they will tell one of their 
own family stories in one of the formats that we will 
be learning about throughout the year.

Grades 4-6: The 1920s: Critical Thinking Through 
History
Our 4th-6th graders will be traveling back in time to 
the 1920's to discover how life one hundred years ago 
has significantly contributed to the society that we live 
in today. Our society has evolved significantly over 
the last century, and will we explore how those 
changes took place over time and how we can both 
appreciate and learn from our past while preparing for 
our future. Throughout the year we will be 
investigating a variety of topics which will culminate in 
a 1920's showcase at the end of the year.

STEAM Guidelines
1. Students gain new skills and a deeper knowledge of 

integrated science, math, and art collectively applied to 
a real problem.

2. The engineering design process is the driver for finding 
solutions in the identified problem.

3. Engaging, inquiry-based instructional approaches are 
used, and research is incorporated.

4. Students work in teams to find solutions, and multiple 
right answers are possible.

5. Technology is used or created and is defined as 
anything produced by humans in response to a need or 
want.
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AIM Classes
Classes will begin the week of August 22nd

MONDAYS AM = 1st & 2nd Grade AIM 
MONDAYS PM = 3rd Grade AIM
TUESDAYS = 4th Grade AIM (Group A)
WEDNESDAYS = 4th Grade AIM (Group B)
THURSDAYS = 5th Grade AIM
FRIDAYS = 6th Grade AIM 

If possible, please try to schedule doctor/dentist 
appointments as to not miss AIM time. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have this year. 

You can email me at karri.decker@allenisd.org.


